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Luck: When opportunity
meets preparedness

7#8&(,,)&'(&-.),97#8&(,,)&'(&-.),9
#0&)*,&+)9,,)+&'(#0&)*,&+)9,,)+&'(
:;.01,/#0,:;.01,/#0,<<
='5#+#.0.6='5#+#.0.6
='5#+#.0.6='5#+#.0.6
>*,?@9,&)9?#0@&)'>*,?@9,&)9?#0@&)'
-.+*&5+&.-.-.+*&5+&.-.??<<
>*,?@9,&)9?#0@&)'>*,?@9,&)9?#0@&)'
-.+*&5+&.-.-.+*&5+&.-.??<<

Photo by Phil Audibert

Jesse Harper keeps his hands on a guitar three to four hours a day. In addition to
playing with Old School Freight Train, he teaches guitar at Woodberry and sits in
on jazz gigs and recording sessions in Charlottesville.

Photo by Phil Audibert

Jesse Harper (far left) shares a laugh with David Grisman (stooping at center) at the Paramount Theatre in Charlottesville three
weeks ago.  All members of Grisman's regular touring band and Old School Freight Train shared the stage for a finale.
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The making of Old School Freight
Train's critically acclaimed album, "Run"
is a story in and of itself.  

Other than two covers, all the songs are
written by band members.  And the music
they write is incredibly diverse.  There's
jazz, there's Latin, there's an Irish jig;
there's bluegrass; they even do a cover of
Stevie Wonder's song "Superstition"  "I
really love that," says Jesse of this variety.
"Our band, the
idea was to
bring in every-
thing we
liked…Django
Rheinhart, we
love swing jazz,
we love Latin,
the funky stuff."  

David
Grisman was
quick to pick
up on this.  He
flew the band
out to his San
Raphael,
California stu-
dio to make the
record.  They
were prepared.
"We spent years
transcribing his
music and play-
ing his music and
learning all the licks, so when we went
out there and hung out with him at his
house and he'd start playing a song, we
knew what it was and everybody could
play the song.  That's what inspired him to
say you guys can be my band," relates
Jesse.  And in fact, they spent the whole

summer backing Grisman out West.
But what they weren't prepared for was

the fact that Grisman would record them
in just four days "live" on a two-track ana-
log machine with no overdubs, not even
on the vocals.  "We played and sang at the
same time," confirms Jesse, adding that
next time he'd like to have the luxury to
digitally record, edit and overdub. 

But the most amazing thing of all was,
just before they
went in the stu-
dio, Jesse con-
tracted food
poisoning and
wound up in
the hospital for
two days. He
was so ill he
actually tore the
lining of his
stomach.  When
he recorded the
song about the
flood he was
woozy from the
pain and the
medication,
"and I don't
take any kind of
medicines for
anything, don't
drink or do any

of that kind of
stuff. I was just trying to get through this
thing in, like, total excruciating pain." 

You can find "Run" at most record stores
in Charlottesville.  Give it a listen.  It's a
great sounding album. Then listen to it
again, taking into consideration what they
went through to record it! 
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Old School Freight Train played Fridays After Five at the new Pavilion in Charlottesville recently. From left to right, Pete Frostic on mandolin,
Nate Leath on fiddle, Anne Marie Calhoun, former OSFT fiddler, Darrell Muller on bass, Jesse Harper on guitar, and Ben Krakauer, banjo.
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Framed by a banjo and a bass fiddle head, Jesse Harper is the lead singer and guitar player
for Old School Freight Train. He also plays percussion.

“You have to teach and you have to make records and sell them
and you have to play gigs, and you have to play gigs that you don't

want to play, and you have to sit in airports.”

--Old School Freight Train’s Jesse Harper on the life of a musician

After the concert
at the Paramount,
Jesse Harper and

his mentor, David
Grisman signed
autographs and

greeted well wish-
ers in the lobby.
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Old School Freight Train's album "Run"
was recorded "live" in four days on an 
analog two-track tape recorder with no
overdubs.


